
We are deeply saddened to announce the passing of Robert
Rutherford, affectionately known as Bob, who left us at the age of 73

after a battle with illness. Bob was a man of remarkable character,
known for his dedication to his work, his deep love for music, and his

unwavering commitment to his family and friends.

Bob served as the head of Marine Institute OSSC in Newfoundland,
where his leadership and professionalism were unmatched. His tenure
was marked by a steadfast commitment to excellence and a profound

impact on the community he served. One of Bob's most significant
contributions was his work to improve the safety of seafarers,

fishermen and offshore workers, a cause he was deeply passionate
about. His efforts in this area helped to protect the lives of countless
peoples, ensuring that they could return home safely to their families.

From 2003 to 2013, Bob held the position of Secretary for IASST.
During this decade of service, his organizational skills and dedication

were evident, earning him the respect and admiration of his
colleagues.
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Music was a central part of Bob’s life. 
He was an extraordinarily talented musician who could play

virtually any instrument. Bob’s love for music was not just a hobby
but a passion that he shared with those around him. It was a common
sight to see Bob arrive at meetings with an instrument in hand, ready

to uplift the atmosphere with his music. 
During farewell gatherings, his performances were always heartfelt

and memorable, leaving a lasting impression on everyone present.

Beyond his professional achievements and musical talents, Bob was a
devoted father to his four children and a loving grandfather. 

His role as a grandfather brought him immense joy, and his
grandchildren will remember him for his warmth, wisdom, and the

music that often filled their lives. Bob’s legacy will live on through
the countless lives he touched with his kindness, his music, and his

unwavering dedication to his work and the safety of others.

Bob was not just a colleague or a leader; he was a friend who
brought joy, warmth, and inspiration to everyone who had the

privilege of knowing him. 
His passing leaves a void that will be felt by many, but his memory

will continue to inspire and bring comfort.

As we say goodbye to Bob, we also celebrate the incredible life he
lived—a life marked by passion, dedication, and love. 

May he rest in peace, forever remembered and cherished by those who
knew him.


